
May 28, 2015 Daily Report 

(Presenting May 27 Progress and Plans Forward) 

Refugio Incident 

This daily report addresses elements listed in the Order for Removal, Mitigation or Prevention of a 

Substantial Threat of Oil Discharge. The elements include descriptions of 1) significant developments, 2) 

work performed, 3) analytical data received, 4) treatment and disposal information, 5) schedule of work, 

and 6) anticipated problems and planned resolutions. The following attachments contain detailed 

information pertaining to each listed element: 

Executive Summary (describing prior day, May 27) 

o Significant Developments 

o Work Performed 

o Disposallnformation 

CTEH Summary of Environmental Sampling Efforts (May 27) 

o Analytical Data Received to Date 

Incident Action Plan (Effective May 28 06:00- May 29 05:59) 

o Schedule of Work to be Performed (Form 204) 

Incident Objectives Form 202 (Effective May 28 06:00- May 29 05:59) 

o Anticipated problems and planned resolutions 
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Executive Summary 

Incident Command Post (ICP) Santa Barbara continues to operate out of the Santa Barbara Emergency 
Operations Center located in Santa Barbara, CA. The Unified Command is comprised of representatives of the 
U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Santa 
Barbara County Office of Emergency Management and Plains All American Pipeline. The ICP is currently 
overseeing operations in Santa Barbara County from Gaviota to Coal Oil Point, 23.74 miles of shoreline, 30 
miles of offshore and inland where the response originated. Staging Areas are located at Refugio State Beach, 
El Capitan East and El Capitan West. Plains All American estimates that the maximum potential release is 
101,000 gallons spilled. 

The FOSC and the EPA OSC issued and cosigned an administrative order to the responsible party for the 

removal, mitigation, or prevention of a substantial threat of oil discharge was to the responsible party. 

Current Impacts 

The majority of oiling is located in beaches, cobble, riprap, and on rock faces between Arroyo Hondo and El 
Capitan Beach. Light oiling has been discovered as far as Arroyo Burro (east) and 2 miles west of Arroyo 
Hondo (west). These areas have been targeted for light mechanical and manual removal as needed. 

Winds and currents have spread offshore and the leading edge eastward. Oil escaping the near shore zone 
is being collected by oil recovery vessels. 

Oiled areas onshore threaten sensitive and endangered species habitat areas. 

Potential Impacts 

As free-floating oil progressed east, Coal Oil Point, Haskell Beach, Bacara (a 5 star resort) and Goleta Beach 
were oiled, however it has yet to be verified whether light oiling is from natural seepage or the current 
discharge. Coal Oil Point is a sensitive habitat for Plovers; Goleta Beach is a popular swimming and water 
sports location. Oiling has been documented by SCAT teams as far as Arroyo Burro. 

All sensitive areas have been boomed off down to Devereaux slough which has a natural berm for 
exclusion. 

The pipeline was secured on 19 May 2015. The remaining oil had a potential for further oiling of 
beaches/wildlife and was mitigated on 20 May 2015. It was estimated the most significant impacts had 
likely already occurred. 



Response Efforts 

Location 

Discharge Site 

El Capitan 

Venadito 

Tijiagus 

Coal Oil Point 

Refugio 

Arroyo Quemada 

Los Flores 

Daily Total 

Cumulative Total 

Oiled Soil 
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Oiled Sand 
Oiled Vegetation 

Removed (cubic Removed (cubic 
Removed (cubic yds) 

yds) yds) 

0 0 0 

0 2 3 

0 10 1 

0 1.5 4 

0 5 5 

0 20 10 

0 5 2.5 

0 4 4 

0 47.5 29.5 

1990 814.5 235.5 

Onshore: Task forces conducted manual and light mechanical removal of oil waste: 

Oiled PPE Removed 
(cubic yds) 

0 

4 

2 

2.5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

18.5 

71.5 

o To date an approximate 1990 cubic yards of soil has been excavated around the release area and 
workers continue to excavate area. 190 roll off containers have been filled to 10 cubic yards with 
oiled soil. 

o Crews have identified the exact discharge location from the pipe. 

o Preliminary inspections by Pipeline Hazardous and Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) were 

completed and pipeline removal is slated to begin tomorrow, 28May2015 at 0630. 

o Further nondestructive testing will completed before the pipeline segment is transported from the 

incident. 

Shoreline: 
o 5 SCAT teams have reported oil on beaches 2 miles west of Arroyo Hondo and east to Arroyo Burro. 

Mainly moderate oiling with most areas under 30% coverage. 

o There are 751 contractors conducting shoreline cleanup of oiled debris or performing other 

functions in the field. The following has been removed to date; 814.5 cubic yards of oiled sand, 

235.5 cubic yards of oiled vegetation, and 71.5 cubic yards of oiled PPE. 

o Commenced cleaning and scraping of rocks to remove oil with biologist and tribal representatives. 

o 4580 feet of boom have been deployed to protect identified ACP sites 
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On Water: Oil recovery vessels conducted offshore skimming of free floating oil: 
o 20 vessels and 02 barges were assigned to booming operations (with both hard and sorbent boom), 

skimming operations, and decon. Since initial notification, 10,060 gallons of oily water has been 

recovered. 

o 6,000 feet total boom has been deployed by the on water recovery group. 

o Visible oil was observed from scheduled NOAA over flights. The area is prone to natural oil seepage 

and the environmental unit is assessing possible sources and distinction of natural seepage versus 

oil spilled from this response. 

o CA Fish and Wildlife P/B Swordfish on scene to enforce fishery closure. 

Impact Measurements 

TOTAL Birds TOTAL Mammals 

Date Date 
Date Live Dead Totals Live Dead Totals 

27-May-15 6 2 8 4 1 5 

Cumulative 
Total 39 18 57 22 10 32 

Approximately 31.37 miles of shoreline have been assessed, of that 4.98 miles have been heavily 

impacted, 9.59 miles have been moderately impacted, 8.297 have been lightly impacted, .779 have been 

very lightly impacted, and 3.579 miles have been identified with no impact. The total miles of impacted 

shoreline to date is 23.74 miles. 

Effected beaches border Refugio and Coal Oil Point. Campgrounds in these areas have been and remain 

closed, campers were evacuated. The state beaches are closed until further notice for Refugio and El 

Capitan beaches. 

A 23 mile by 7 mile area offshore has been closed to fishing. There is a 1000 feet temporary flight 

restriction within a 5 mile radius of Refugio Beach until May 29 2015. 

Weather 

Today's weather conditions were overcast throughout the morning and mostly sunny after noon with a 

high in the 68s, with winds light throughout the morning increasing to 15 mph gusts in the evening. 
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Tomorrow, winds will be light and variable throughout the morning and increasing in the afternoon to 10 

mph with occasional gusts of 15 mph. 

Outlook through next week- no significant weather is expected. 

External Affairs 

Unified Command has interacted with the media through press briefings held at 1500 near the ICP. The 

Joint Information Center remains fully engaged. 

Stakeholder Roundtable Discussion was held at 1600 and the following stakeholders were in attendance: 

Environmental Defense Council 

University California Santa Barbara 

Sierra Club 

Wildlife Care Network 

Surf Rider's Foundation 

Channel Keepers 

Commercial Fishing 

3rd District Chief of Staff 

Tribal and Elected Officials 

Recreational Fishing 

Community Environmental Council 

Santa Ynez Band of the Chum ash 

Chum ash 

Audubon 

Coastal Protection Network 

Ocean Conservancy 

2nd District Chief of Staff 

Chumash tribal members continue to be involved I consulted with response providing cultural and 

archeological guidance and oversight as needed. 

Tomorrow the city of Goleta has requested a presence at their city council meetings. CG and RP 

representatives will attend. UC representatives will brief spill response efforts to date. 

Safety I Security 

Extra security has been hired for the Incident Command Post 

Personnel Involved 

879 are engaged in Field Operations. 

301 personnel checked into the ICP. 

33 volunteers conducted cleanup operations at Goleta Beach 



Refugio Incident 

Summary of CTEH® Environmental Sampling Efforts 

May27,2015 

As part of response efforts, CTEH® began collecting product and environmental samples, i.e., water and/or 

sediment, on May 20, 2015. This environmental sampling has been conducted under a Unified Command

approved sampling plan. This report contains environmental sampling efforts completed to date by CTEH® in 

support of Refugio Incident Response Efforts. Table 1, below, provides a sample count for each type of 

environmental media collected by CTEH®. Table 2 provides a summary of TPH 1 data reported in water samples 

to date. Maps of environmental sampling locations are provided as attachments. 

Table 1: Environmental Preliminary Sample Summary 

05/20/2015- 05/26/2015 

INIJella INIJa!llrmiltG 

Surface Water 
Water 

Water Column 

Beach Sediment2 

Sediment 
Ocean Sedimene 

Petroleum Product/Tar Ball Sample 

L Beach sed1ment samples are collected from both the mtert1dal zone and on dry sand above the mtert1dal zone. 
3 

Ocean sediment samples were collected at the same location as the water column samples. 

D001-S 
Water 

D001-M 
Column 

D001-D 

SW01 

SW02 

SW03 

SW04 
Surface 

SW05 
Water 

SW09 

SW10 

SW11 

SW12 

Table 2: TPH1 Preliminary Data Summary4 

05/20/2015- 05/26/2015 

5/24/2015 0.065 5/25/2015 

5/22/2015 0.1 5/25/2015 

No Detections Observed 5/25/2015 

5/20/2015 3.7 5/25/2015 

5/21/2015 697 5/25/2015 

5/25/2015 0.34 5/25/2015 

5/21/2015 5.5 5/25/2015 

5/25/2015 21.9 5/25/2015 

5/25/2015 1.2 5/25/2015 

5/21/2015 1.89 5/21/2015 

5/22/2015 1.96 5/25/2015 

No Detections Observed 5/25/2015 

The data presented within the table is considered preliminary and has not completed the complete QA/QC process. 

B.ammle I:Eill\111'111 

45 

16 

13 

4 

14 

ND 

ND 

ND 

0.26 

0.42 

0.34 

ND 

21.9 

1.2 

1.89 

ND 

ND 

1 For the purposes of this report, TPH represents a summation ofTPH-Oil Range Organics (ORO), TPH-Diesel Range Organics (DRO), and 
TPH-Gasoline Range Organics (GRO). 



ProJect: 107292 

Client: Plains All American Pipeline 

Incident Location 

Water Column Sampling Location 



Incident Location 

Ocean Sediment Sampling 



INCIDENT ACTION PLAN 





by 

18:51 



INCIDENT ORGANIZATION 
CHART lCS 207~CG 

INFORMATION OFFICER 
Nahal Mn.1har11hlk 

SBOEM: 

SAFETY OFFICER 

LIAISON OFFICER 

SECURITY OFFICER 

TECHNICAl SPECIALIST 

INVESTIGATORS OSPR. AGENCY REPS. 

OPERATIONS SECTION CHIEF lOGISTICS SECTION CHIEf FINANCE SECTION CHIEf 



Wildliflil Branch DECONGroup 

Port Hueneme Task Force4 
CulvertTf 

Field Stabilization Ventura Task Force 3 Division KIL Excavation TF 

& Processing T&TYard Task force 2 Division MIN 

Reconnaissance Division 0/P 



INCIDENT ORGANIZATION 
CHART ICS 207..CG 

Field Observers Situation Unit 

Rlli!l!ll.lrce Unit 

lloou!l'll!ntlltion Unit 

NROA Liaision 

Waste Ol!!ipooal 

Division I Divi!!iionl 



SAFETY MESSAGE 

HISTORICAL/CULTURAL GUIDELINES 









• SAFETY MESSAGE 

• 
• 
• 

Report All Injuries require a immediate notification 





HISTORICAUCUL TURAl GUIDELINES 







SAFETY MESSAGE 

HISTORICAUCULTURAl GUIDELINES 

• Leave cultural materlal1 in l:ll!i1coverv. and mark Its location. 
111 work In the surToru:lirto the site, within a 6ft radius. 
11 inform the field ,.,.,.., .. rviA.nr. who In turn, should immediately Inform the FOSC and/or an '"'""'"'rnrDri~~~;t,..lv designated 

cultural resource location on map 







Affiliation 



• 
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GUIDELINES 



Name Affiliation Contact#(!!!} 



GUIDELINES 

Alllnjurililli r111quire a immediate notification to Direct Supervisor. 

Evacuation: 







HISTORICAUCUL TURAL GUIDELINES 

ill 

ill 

ill 

All lnjurielll require a immediate notifh::at!on to Direct Supervitsor, 
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. SAfETY MESSAGE 

GUIDELINES 
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APPROVALS: 





FINAL 
APPROVALS: 





II 

II 

II 



Evacuation: Other: 







FINAL 
APPROVALS: 
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FINAL 
APPROVALS: 





SAFETY MESSAGE 

HISTORICAUCUl TURAL GUIDELINES 

• 
• 
• 

require a Immediate notification 



Evacuation: 





• HISTORICAUCUL TURAL GUIDELINES 



Evacuation: Other: 







Other: 



Task Force/Strike Team 

HAZARD MITIGATION 



' • 
• 

Medical; 

require a Immediate notification to Direct Supervi11or, 

Evacuation: Other: 





GUIDELINES 

Evacuation: 



Air Op$ Minimization Measures 





Evacuation: 



Taam Laader 
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MEDICAl PlAN 
ICS206~CG 









RESOURCES AT RISK. SUMMARV 
Division SB·P 232·0S 



Nartat.lve 

RESOURCES AT RISK SUMMARY 
I U\l'l<:tlt'll'l SB-0 ICS 232-0S 





. THURSDAY~" 



1. Incident Name 2. Operational Period (Date/Time) 

Refugio Incident From 05/28/2015 06:00 

3. Objective(s) 

Ensure the safety of response personnel and the public. 

Continue to evaluate the oil impacts 
a. At release site 
b. Between pipe and beach 
c. Beach cleanup 
d. Evaluate SCAT 

To 

Continue to prevent migration of oil from release site to shoreline 

05/29/2015 05:58 

Operational Period 

Ops Period 8 

Continue to recover discharged oil from impacted areas, both public and private, and manage waste according to plan. 

Continue to ID and protect environmentally sensitive areas 

Continue to protect culturally sensitive areas including wildlife. 

Keep public and stakeholders informed 

Minimize economic impacts 

Repair pipeline safely 

Provide for the recovery and care of oiled wildlife. 

Differentiate seep oil from incident oil 

4. Operational Period Command Emphasis (Safety Message, Priorities, Key Decisions/Directions) 

Limitations and Constraints 
Tides 
Access to beach 
Location 
Weather System 
Permitting with the county and other authorities 
Cultural Considerations 
Nesting season 
Hotel accomodations 
Protection of Critical Infrastructure 

Ensure continuity of Incident Command Post Operations 

All response related media releases require Unified Command approval 

Keep Unified Command aware of VIP request 

Immediately report any injuries, public or responders, to the Unified Command 

Priorities 
Safety 
Security- Maintain Situational Awareness 
Wildlife impacts - Notify Unifed Command 
Discharge quantities 
Recovered quantities 
Beach open 
Source control 
Protect cultural resources 
Public information dissemination 
Establish and implement Cleanup End points -Environmental Unit 

Changes in impacted beaches require that Santa Barbara County Public Health, Dr. Wada, be notified. 

Ensure all operations are conducted in accordance with the approved plan. 

INCIDENT OBJECTIVES 05/28/2015 09:12 
Generated by Vi/itt O'Brien's 

INCIDENT BRIEFING 

ICS 202-CG 

CS202 



Keep the Unified Command informed of volunteer needs. 

Keep the Unifed Command informed on onshore cleanup activities and document the same with a visual (map). 

Approved Site Safety Plan Located at the SBCOEM with the Safety Officer 

Prepared by (Operations Section Chief) 

sbrowne 
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Date/Time 

p5!27/2015 11:29 

CS202 


